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Doctoral Students’ Council

Grant Committee

Agenda

February 5th, 2013
Meeting called to order at 7:09PM

In attendance as of 7:00PM:  Jen Tang, Desiree Fields, Colin Ashley, Chris Eng

In attendance as of 7:30PM: Jonathan Davis (for 4g); Tim Wilson; Aya (with 4c); Drew Nobile; Ines Thiebaut; Andre Bregere; Laurel Mei Turbin; Shane Breaux; Jennifer Prince and Andrea Fernandez; Scott Fisher; Evan Misshula and Valia Mitsou

I. Approval of Agenda

CA motions; TP seconds; motion unanimously approved 

II. Approval of Old Minutes (see attachment)

CA motions; TP seconds; motion unanimously approved 

III. Grants Committee Operations

a. Current fund situation

	Total Grants Budget
	$24 000

	Allotted Grant Funds
	$6 493

	Allotted Start-up Grant Funds
	$150

	Available Grant Budget
	$17 357


Total requested funds for this round around $8,000

b. Pertinence of previous versions of the grant up until they are submitted

JT: how to address changes made to revised grants (such as increasing costs); is it fair to bring it forth to the committee at large
TP suggests attaching a brief cover letter explaining revisions 

CA: valid to bring it forth to the committee for consideration during deliberations
**DF motions to add item to agenda (item 3e) to discuss recommendation of 7.50 as per person cost for food; motion approved unanimously 

c. Registration fees for participants but open to all GC students

CA: main question = profit from registration?; allowable but frowned upon if profit is made
JT: propose language of “while registration fee, while not prohibited, is not encouraged”
DF: add into tips sheet language about context dependent, generally not encouraged

d. Quick Start-up grant check in
JT: 1 grant, internet research team, extremely active, vibrant group

Short start-up committee meeting to follow afterward to vote and decide 
e. Ideal of $7.50 cost per person for food (newly added item)

DF: perhaps compile list of vendors within that range; or consider revising price 

CA: $7.50 was a rough average based on past event food costs for lunch 

CE: may consider what type of food and prices may be appropriate based on different events 
Affordable venues: Nanoosh, Oxford, etc. 
IV. Proposal Reviews
JT motions to move up item 4c; DF seconds; motion unanimously approved

CA: introduces representatives to upcoming notice about posting event information to the electronic screens
DF: e-mail DSC announcement listservs via Co-Chair for Communications (Anne Donlon, ccc@cunydsc.org) 

JT motions to move up item 4b; TP seconds; motion unanimously approved 

CA motions to move item 4a below 4i; JT seconds; motion unanimously approved

a. Nature Ecology and Society – Scott Fisher

Moved to vote: TP; DF seconds

Result: Passes unanimously

Votes to fund: avg. 2
Motion to fund: $750; DF motions; TP seconds; motion unanimously approved
Result: Full funding
Consider: building in undergraduate involvement, such as poster session; reach out to organization “Respond and Rebuild” (former GC student Terri Bennett?)   
Discussion: concerted efforts at seeking food venues outside RA for past years; good continuity from year to year; good variety of sources; decided to have conference as one day due to degree of organizing; wide partnership among GC programs and CUNY campuses; using OpenCUNY; hoping to hold periodical trips and events   
b. Vigil Ensemble –Ines Thiebaut

Moved to vote: JT; CA seconds

Result: Passes unanimously

Votes to fund: avg. 2
Motion to fund: $ 650; CA motions; TP seconds; motion unanimously approved
Result: Full funding
Consider: proposing Composers’ Alliance as a program student association (since all Music students, instead of chartered organization) 
Discussion: ensemble spends hours to learn pieces composed by GC students; rate lower than standard fee; workshop open to composers and concert open to all; Hall free, reserved 3 days for Composers’ Alliance (organization composed of all students within Music)  
c. Music and Philosophy – Drew Nobile

Moved to vote: JT; DF seconds

Result: Passes unanimously

Votes to fund: avg. 2
Result: Approved
Motion to fund: $750; DF motions; TP seconds; motion unanimously approved
Result; Full funding

Discussion: Printing used at GC; question about possibly outreach to Philosophy; Philosophy involvement: retweet of event, several student proposals; selection committee of papers all student based  

d. Idiosyncrasy/Idiosyncrasie – Tim Wilson

Moved to vote: DF; TP seconds

Result: Passes unanimously

Votes to fund: avg. 2
Result: Approved

Motion to fund: $ 750; TP motions; DF seconds; motion unanimously approved
Result: Full funding
Consider: lunch outside Restaurant Associates (since held in own lounge)
Discussion: able to obtain $120 from program; however, requested amount stayed the same in order to raise food budget to what was deemed more reasonable for the event; increased efforts to transmit CFPs to variety of disciplines; considering obtain $10 vouchers for lunch; meals held in student lounge ( exempt from RA!; Not sure where program allocation is spent—DSC program rep working to better organize program allocation   
e. Community Autonomy and Solidarity – Lauren Tenney Laurel Mei Turbin 
Moved to vote: CA; TP seconds

Result: Passes unanimously

Votes to fund: avg. 2
Motion to fund: $ 746; TP motions; CA seconds; motion unanimously approved
Result: Full funding 
Consider: ask Sociology for partnership as well; make sure to reserve room; finalizing amount of support from sponsors so that we can facilitate our support   
Discussion: not confirmed yet but sure about support from Women of Color Network, STREAC and EES (anticipates at least minimum of $225); have consulted Prison Studies Group and possibly contact ASG mainly for advertising, co-sponsorship in terms of name, and outreach opportunity; DSC covering honorarium; different groups’ funds toward food budget 
f. DTSA Professionalization events – Shane Breaux

Moved to vote: TP; CA seconds

Result: Passes unanimously 
Votes to fund: avg. 0 (CA: 0; DF: 0; JT: 0; CE: 1; TP: 1)
Result: No funding  

Consider: having these events be tailored for and sponsored specifically by Theatre; select one of the following events and applies for it separately as organized by DTSA and addresses all previously offered suggestions (new grant please)  
Discussion: unable to fund events already held since we have no way of confirming if these events were more interdisciplinary in nature; Shane: events happened as described; events planned and decided previously by committee   
g. Purposeful Pedagogy Workshop – Sara Martucci Jonathan Davis
Moved to vote: JT; TP seconds

Result: Passes; 4 votes yes, 1 abstention
Votes to fund: avg. 2
Motion to fund: $750; TP motions; CE seconds; JT and DF yes; CA abstains
Result: Full funding 
Consider: apply for Startup grant for the subsequent monthly sessions; approach Chemistry for sponsorship!; also approach ODP; consider apply for chartered organization; link with Adjunct Project please   
Discussion: in terms of subsequent monthly sessions, some funds requested may be used for snacks; high demand, registration full and capped with waiting list; monthly sessions more informal and open for those who were unable to attend event; event NOT about pedagogy specifically geared toward Sociology (even while Soc students pressure for a pedagogy course separately); will approach other programs for funds and has applied for a teaching grant through American Sociology Association    

h. Hispanic and Luso-Brazilian Conference – Jennifer Prince and Andrea Fernandez

Moved to vote: TP; CA seconds

Result: Passes unanimously

Votes to fund: avg. 2 

Motion to fund: $750; TP motions; CA seconds

Result: Full funding 
Consider: reach out to more programs, charter orgs, and groups (such as film, AELLA, etc.); concern about lack of confirmed funding; reaching out to Alumni network   
Discussion: great concerted effort at expanding and sustaining this long annual conference; current organizers worked to create a legacy to sustain this conference since conference organizing, logistics, and procedures not written down; 5 programs represented in student presentations; still awaiting confirmation for some expected donors ( contingency plan: seek funds from consulates (first-time doing so), associated group within Pepsi and/or Jet Blue (for snacks)  
i. NYC Electroacoustic Music Festival – Andre Bregere

Moved to vote: DF; CE seconds

Result: Passes unanimously

Votes to fund: avg. 2
Motion to fund: $750; TP motions; JT seconds

Result: Full funding 
Consider: seek sponsorship from the Center for the Humanities, along with programs and chartered orgs; seek student reps to discuss program allocations and partnership; consider using OpenCUNY for event website (accommodates submissions of large files); check with in-house printing to significantly cut printing costs; have the late-night events offer free entry to all GC students      
Discussion: not encouraging grants or events seeking profits, but the event not seeking and not nearing profit; festivals charging participants fee also during 2009 and 2010; short break in holding the event due to lack of students interested in co-organizing event with faculty; planning an online fundraiser to supplement costs; will need to follow-up about possible t-shirt sales (if allowable);       

j. Interdisciplinary Science Student Conference – Evan Misshula and Valia Mitsou

Moved to vote: DF; CA seconds

Result: Passes (4 ye; TP abstains)
Votes to fund: avg. 2 (TP abstains)
Motion to fund: $ 799; CA motions; JT seconds (TP abstains)
Result: Full funding
Discussion: building upon excitement and involvement of last year; now approaching Mellon Committee for Science; will confirm a speaker this month; high price for coffee (RA)
k. “The people you do not see”- Helena Shaskevich

Moved to vote: CA; JT seconds

Result: Passes unanimously

Votes to fund: avg. 1 (unanimous)
Result: Revise and resubmit
Consider: more detailed budget; need more information; reach out to groups listed
l. Echo-poetics

Moved to vote: TP; CA seconds

Result: Passes unanimously 
Votes to fund: avg. 2
Motion to fund: $300; CA motions; TP seconds; motion unanimously approved
Result: Fully funded 

Discussion: charter org, not program allocation; giving over one semester’s worth of allocation toward event 
m. “It is always my love that I watch”

Moved to vote: TP; CA seconds 
Result: Passes; DF and CE abstain
Votes to fund: avg. 1 (TP: 2; JT: 1; CA: 1)
Result: Revise and resubmit (as startup)
Consider: resubmit immediately as a startup grant for $150; place in conjunction with remaining chartered org allocation; apply earlier for events in the future 
Discussion: event worthy, but honorarium high, quality of proposal not clear, interdisciplinary nature of event unclear  




TOTAL FUNDS AWARDED: ~$7,000

Problem of institutional memory and consider how DSC can facilitate providing searchable database for past submissions. 

V. Announcements

Doodle to be sent out soon 
VI. Adjournment 
DF motions; CA seconds

Result: Passes unanimously

Meeting adjourned: 9:48PM
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