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Steering Committee Meeting of March 4, 2011

Present: Jill Belli (JB), Anick Boyd (AB), Boris Daussa-Pastor (BDP), Kyle Ferguson (KF), Jared Simard (JS), Chris Sula (CS), Leigh McCallen (LM), Shawn Rice (SR), Suzanne Tamang (ST), Kimberly Libman (KL), Eero Laine (EL)
BDP Calls the meeting to order at 6:08pm

I. Approval of Agenda

a. CS moves to approve the agenda. KF Seconds. The motion passes unanimously.

Suzanne Tamang (ST) arrives at 6:13pm

II. Approval of Minutes of February 4, 2011

a. JS motions to aprove the minutes with slight emendations. KL seconds. The motion passes unanimously.

III. Executive Committee Reports

a. Co-Chair for Student Affairs (Eero Laine)

i. EL encourages members of the steering committee to sign up for chartered organizations

ii. EL presents the constitution for the proposed Dominican Studies Association Group for comments. Discussion ensues.

iii. EL Reports that the Strategic Task Force has met and is beginning to develop a report on the Graduate Center’s “10 year plan.” The Executive Committee has scheduled a meeting with Provost Chase Robinson in part to discuss this report.

b. Co-Chair for Communications (Kimberly Libman)

i. KL reports on the EC meeting with President William Kelly. The meeting pertained to the dire budget issues at CUNY, master’s programs, and a green roof area with additional classroom space

ii. KL presents the writing center proposal as prepared by SR and the Writing Center Committee to the steering committee for discussion. Discussion ensues. 

iii. KL asks for suggestions for issues to be discussed at the upcoming Executive Committee meeting with Provost Chase Robinson. Discussion ensues.

iv. KL Announces that nominations for DSC 2011-2012 are open and encourages the steering committee to encourage students to make nominations

v. KL reports that the DSC will be providing the pantry space between 5414 and 5409 as a lactation room for students at the GC who are in need of a secure space to breastfeed or pump breast milk. Student Affairs will be providing a mini-refridgerator for the space and locks will be put on the doors. In addition, signs will be created in order to designate the space as a lactation room. Discussion ensues. 

c. Co-Chair for Business (Chris Alen Sula)

i. CS presents the budget for 2011-2012. Discussion ensues.

ii. CS recommends that if the DSC is to continue to grow that it form an affiliate program related to fundraising. EL will bring the suggestion back to the ad hoc fundraising committee.

iii. CS suggests that KL acts in the capacity as interim chair of Media Board and convene a meeting given ST recent resignation.

d. University Student Senate Delegate (Jill Belli)

i. JB reports that there was a USS plenary meeting, which she was unable to attend. The meeting was announced just three days before it occurred. No minutes from the meeting have been distributed. 

ii. JB opens discussion regarding possible future relationships between USS and the DSC. Discussion ensues. 

e. University Faculty Senate Liaison (Anick Boyd)

i. AB announces that she will be following up with current issues relating to the writing fellow program.

IV. New Business

a. Ad-Hoc Adjunct Project Hiring Team
i. CS reports that Conor Tomás Reed has been appointed as an interim Adjunct Project Coordinator.
ii. CS calls for nominations for the Ad-Hoc Adjunct Project Hiring Team
1. CS nominates JS for the steering committee position on the team. JS accepts the nomination.
2. JB nominates Patricia Stapleton and Anne Donlon

3. CS nominates Marcos Wasem

4. CS motions to close nominations and appoint these nominees to the ad-Hoc Adjunct Project Hiring Team. LM second. The motion passes unanimously.

V. Steering Officer Reports

a. Officer for Funding (Kyle Ferguson)

i. KF reports of the most previous meeting of the Grants Committee. Funds continue to be awarded.

ii. KF reports that yoga classes have interfered with the scheduling of academic conferences that DSC grants have funded.

iii. KF announces his resignation, which had been previously submitted to the Co-Chairs

b. Officer for Governance & Membership (Jared Simard)

i. JS presents a draft of proposed Bylaw changes that will be considered at the next Constitution and Bylaws Committees. Discussion ensues. 

ii. JS annouces is waiting to hear back from new representitive, Kevin Guzzo 

iii. JS is working with EL to create a special election for the Clinical Psychology Program

iv. JS has been in communication with George Melissinos of Middle Eastern Studies 

v. JS was approached by Keith Miyake regarding the DSC recognizing the creation of subprograms in Earth and Environmental Science.

c. Officer for Health & Wellness (Leigh McCallen)

i. LM announces that the Health and Wellness survey closes next week. It has thus far receive over 600 responses. LM has shared some preliminary survey results with the Health and Wellness Committee and administrators involved with health and wellness.

ii. LM has been collaborating with the Wellness Center for the upcoming Wellness fair.

iii. LM reports on the progress of the NYSHIP provider database and calls for volunteers to assist with data entry

d. Officer for Outreach (Boris Daussà-Pastor)

i. BDP reports on the most previous outreach committee.

1. The next Boot Camp outreach event will be on April 15th
2. The next outreach event will be on March 24th or 31st at Hunter College

3. A survey will be generated relating to DSC services and will be circulted to the steering committee

e. Officer for Student Life & Services (Shawn Rice)

i. SR will convene the Student Life and Services Committee Meeting in the near future. One of the first orders of business will be creating a new yoga survey that will be open to all students

ii. SR has heard that IT will provide one-on-one software training for students. Discussion ensues regarding the best ways to find out if this is correct. SR will report more on this possibility in the future.

iii. SR reports that the website is still running slowly and occassionally not running at all when connected through the GC network. CS provides additional technical information. SR and CS will continue to look into the issue.

iv. CS recommends that the Student Life and Services Committee look into the usage of CLERN

f. Officer for Technology & Library (Suzanne Tamang)

i. ST announces that Citrix is now working for the Mac platform but issues still remain

ii. ST reports that the next Student Tech Fee Meeting will be scheduled in March. Discussion ensues regarding the deadlines for the committee.

VI.  Announcements

a. CS has scheduled tabling for next week on Tuesday and Thursday. He will send an email reminder.

b. CS suggests randomizing or rotating the order of the reports at meetings. 

VII.  Adjournment
a. JB motions to adjourn. CS seconds. The motion passes unanimously at 9:30pm.
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